SEVENTY-FIVE  YEARS  OF  MINISTRY 


1898 


1973 

WEST  MISSIONARY  CHURCH,  BERNE,  INDIANA 

"Where  the  Missionary  Church  Association  originated" 


SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  21 


Rev.  Tillman  Habegger 
Speaker  —  10:00  A.M. 

Rev.  Habegger  was  installed  as 
the  President  of  the  Missionary 
Church  Association,  August  29, 
1958  at  the  West  Missionary 
Church.  He  dedicated  the  mark¬ 
er  designating  the  site  of  the  or¬ 
iginal  church  on  September  13, 
1959. 


HOMECOMING  DINNER  -  12:00  noon 

at  the  Berne  Elementary  school  cafeteria 


SACRED  CONCERT  7:00  P.M. 

Mr.  Bill  Pearce,  artist 

Mr.  Pearce  is  well-known  for  his 
radio  ministry.  His  late-night 
program  Nightwatch,  originating 
in  the  studios  of  WMBI,  Chicago 
is  heard  by  millions. 

Mr.  Pearce  is  a  versatile  soloist 
vocally  and  with  his  trombone. 
He  is  accompanied  by  Mr.  Larry 
Mayfield  at  the  piano. 


Rev.  Frank  Armstrong 
Speaker 

Special  Music  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Bill  Armstrong 

Rev.  Armstrong  was  pastor  at 
West  Missionary  1966-1970.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  pastorate  a  beautiful  new 
parsonage  was  built  at  1223  W. 
Water  St.,  Berne.  He  is  present¬ 
ly  pastor  of  the  Rona  Mission¬ 
ary  Church,  Fairborn,  Ohio 


Tuesday,  October  23  —  7:30  P.M. 


Rev.  Oscar  Eicher 
Speaker 

Special  Music  —  The 
George  Rohrs  Family 

Rev.  Eicher  was  pastor  at  West 
Missionary  1944-1953.  During 
his  pastorate  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  was  celebrated.  Rev. 
Edison  Habegger  was  speaker 
for  that  occasion.  Rev.  Eicher 
is  now  pastor  of  the  Granger 
Missionary  Church,  Granger, 
Indiana. 


Wednesday  ,  October  24  -  7:30  P.M. 


Rev.  G.  Robert  Magary 
Speaker 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Magary, 
Special  Music 

Rev.  Magary  was  pastor  at  West 
Missionary  1953-1961.  Our 
present  building  was  built  dur¬ 
ing  his  pastorate.  Rev.  Magary 
will  show  pictures  taken  at  that 
time.  Rev.  Magary  is  now  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Groveland  Mission¬ 
ary  Church,  Groveland,  Illinois. 


Thursday,  October  25  —  7:30  P.M. 


Rev.  Chris  Gerig 
Speaker 

A  Special  Quartet 
Special  Music 

Rev.  Gerig  was  pastor  at  West 
Missionary  1935-1944.  During 
his  pastorate  the  church's  name 
was  changed  from  the  Linn 
Grove  Missionary  Church  to  its 
present  name.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Gerig,  now  retired,  live  at 
Grabill,  Indiana. 


Friday,  October  26  —  7:30  P.M. 


Rev.  William  Whiteman 
Speaker 

Mr.  William  Lyne 
Special  Music 

Rev.  Whiteman  is  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent  of  the  Central  Dis¬ 
trict  Missionary  Church.  He 
has  pastored  in  Ohio,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Flor¬ 
ida  and  Indiana.  He  and  Mrs. 
Whiteman  live  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana 


The  church  parsonage  located  at  1223  W.  Water  St.,  Berne 
was  built  in  1969.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Young  and  family 
moved  there  in  August  1970.  Beautifully  styled  and  equipped, 
this  house  adequately  and  properly  reflects  a  progressive  con¬ 
gregation. 


Sunday,  October  28  —  10:00  A.M. 


Dr.  Kenneth  Geiger 
Speaker 

The  Gospel  Crusaders 
Special  Music 

Dr.  Geiger  is  President  of  the 
Missionary  Church.  He  will  of¬ 
ficiate  a  "Bond  Burning",  a  re¬ 
dedication,  and  deliver  the  ser¬ 
mon.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Geiger  re¬ 
side  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Sacred  Concert  —  7:00  P.M. 


Men's  Chorus  —  First  Mennonite  Church,  Berne 
The  Mennonite  Men's  Chorus  is  well  known  in  Berne 
and  surrounding  community.  Their  ministry  of  music  and 
testimony  will  be  a  genuine  inspiration. 


Ground  was  broken  for  the  building  of  the  present  church  May 
26,  1957.  It  was  dedicated  August  24-31,  1958.  Pictured 
above  is  the  Groundbreaking  and  the  Building  Committee. 


The  altar  of  the  old  church 
building  where  many  spiritual 
victories  were  won. 


The  old  church  from  the  out¬ 
side.  "A  white  church  by  the 
side  of  the  road/' 


CHARTER  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  LINN  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
CHURCH  (West  Missionary  Church  of  Berne,  Indiana) 
During  the  Pastorate  of  Rev.  Joseph  Egly,  first  pastor, 

1898-1903 


1.  Anna  Augsburger  (Mrs.  David) 

2.  David  Augsburger 

3.  Abraham  Egly 

4.  Amos  Egly 
5  Henry  Egly 

6.  Rev.  Joseph  Egly 

7.  Leah  Egly  (Mrs.  Abraham) 

8.  Rachel  Egly  (Mrs.  Joseph) 

9.  Sarah  Egly  (Mrs.  Henry) 

10.  Katie  Fox  (Mrs.  Peter) 

1 1 .  Peter  Fox 

12.  Barbara  Hirschy 

13.  Chris  Hirschy 

14.  David  Hirschy 

15.  Katie  Hirschy  (Mrs.  Chris) 

16.  Rosina  Hirschy 

17.  Susan  Hirschy  (Mrs.  David) 

18.  Anna  Liechty 

19.  Daniel  Leichty 

20.  Katie  Liechty 

21.  Judith  Steiner  Liechty 

22.  Chris  Luginbill 

23.  Marian  Luginbill  (Mrs.  Chris) 

24.  Eliza  Minger  (Mrs.  Urs) 

25.  Urs  Minger 


26.  Elizabeth  Moser 

27.  Marie  Moser 

28.  Chris  Roth 

29.  Hannah  Roth  (Mrs.  John) 

30.  John  Roth 

31.  Johnathan  Roth 

32.  Katie  Roth  (Mrs.  Chris) 

33.  Mary  Roth 

34.  "Noah  Roth 

35.  Peter  Roth 

36.  Rosina  Roth 

37.  Sarah  Roth 

38.  Amos  Schindler 

39.  Anna  Schindler  (Mrs.  Jacob) 

40.  Bertha  Schindler  (Mrs.  Henry) 

41.  David  Schindler 

42.  Emma  Schindler 

43.  Henry  Schindler 

44.  Jacob  Schindler 

45.  John  Schindler 

46.  Joseph  Schindler 

47.  Judith  Schindler 

(Mrs.  Wm.  Egle) 

48.  Katie  Schindler  (Mrs.  David) 

49.  Katie  Schindler 


50.  Lizzie  Schindler 

51.  Lydia  Schindler  (Mrs.  John) 

52.  Noah  Schindler 

53.  Rebecca  Schindler  (Mrs.  Noah) 

54.  Sarah  Schindler 

55.  Sarah  Winteregg  Schindler 

(Mrs.  Amos) 

56.  William  Schindler 

57.  Peter  Stuckey 

58.  Sarah  Stuckey  (Mrs.  Peter) 

59.  Chris  Stucky 

60.  Katie  Stucky  (Mrs.  Chris) 

61.  Cassie  Schindler  Winteregg 

62.  Noah  Winteregg 

63.  Sarah  Schindler  Winteregg 

(Mrs.  Noah) 

64.  Henry  Zehr 

65.  John  Zehr 

66.  Joseph  Zehr 

67.  Katie  Zehr 

68.  Mary  Zehr  (Mrs.  John) 

69.  Mary  Zehr  (Mrs.  Joseph) 

70.  David  Zimmerman 

71.  Sarah  Zimmerman  (Mrs.  David) 


OUR  PASTORS 


Rev.  Joseph  Egly .  1898-1903 

Rev.  Alfred  M.  Clauser .  1903-1909 

Rev.  Samuel  J.  Grabill .  1909-1912 

Rev.  Sol  Kiopfensteln .  1912-1920 

Rev.  Alfred  M.  Clauser .  1920-1935 

Rev.  Chris  J.  Gerig .  1935-1944 

Rev.  Oscar  Eicher .  1944-1953 

Rev.  G.  Robert  Magary .  1953-1961 

Rev.  Armin  Steiner .  1961-1966 

Rev.  Frank  Armstrong .  1966-1970 

Rev.  Donald  R.  Young . 1970- 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH 


With  71  charter  members,  the  West  Missionary  Church 
began  on  August  29,  1898.  The  churc!  was  organized  the  day 
following  a  Missionary  Convention.  It  has  always  maintained 
a  strong  missionary  emphasis. 

During  the  past  75  years,  between  60  and  70  young  men 
and  women  at  West  Missionary  have  answered  God's  call  to  a 
special  area  of  ministry.  These  men  and  women  have  served  in 
many  different  places  around  the  world.  A  strong  emphasis  on 
evangelism  and  missions  accounts  for  this  response. 

At  its  beginning  the  church  was  known  as  the  Linn  Grove 
Missionary  Church.  The  name  was  changed  in  1936.  The  bell- 
marker  in  the  present  church  parking  area  was  dedicated  in 
1959  and  marks  the  site  of  the  first  church  of  the  Missionary 
Church  Association.  The  plaque  reads:  "Original  site  of  the 
Linn  Grove  Missionary  Church,  the  first  church  of  the  Mission¬ 
ary  Church  Association.  Organized,  August  29,  1898;  Dedi¬ 
cated,  September  10,  1899." 

The  present  pastor  is  the  ninth  pastor  of  the  church.  The 
church  has  grown  from  the  original  71  members  to  the  present 
236  members.  Sunday  School  averages  higher. 

An  addition  to  the  original  building  was  constructed  and 
dedicated  in  1942.  An  entirely  new  building  was  completed  in 
1958.  A  new  parsonage  was  built  in  1969.  Indebtedness  on 
these  recent  building  projects  has  now  been  retired. 

The  church  looks  confidently  and  expectantly  to  the  future. 
Past  blessings  assure  future  possibilities  for  a  people  who  know 
that  God  is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever. 


.  .  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  that  that  is  laid. 


which  is  Jesus  Christ. " 


1  Corinthians  3: 1 1. 


